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her parents, among other thmgs, the doctors found that 24 A

exceedmgly odd and ordered her forthwith dxscharged

eh

. .( .

Do you hke Alice in Wonderland? Do ‘“nght" answers to the probmg, ques}
{ you believe in the second coming of txons I was still sufficiently interestedl
* Christ? These questions and hundreds * *in the job to put up with the imper} ;
like them, familiar to any freshman. " tinent questions about my morals, se
student who has worked with “per- hfe, and attitude toward God, - -espe

sonality tests,” are being asked of , cially since I was reasonably well
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e
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ewing forth, "smcerely," the cnlled--
e f qr details of their personal lives, Or’
" pprhaps they took seriously the state~! 't} y
;> ndent printed on the face of each tc&t';. W
' booklet, that the information is re=i
ired because “the doctor wants to

X i prospective employees by certam  armed against them. The last “test]": h Ip you "

.wi| federal agencies. in Washington, Al~ . was composed of a series of (uestion
.+'| though the use of such tests is not™. each followed by an optimisticall
[V yet as widespread ‘in government as :'large space for essay-type nnswerg
in private industry, it appears to be, Having ascertained that they want
;| on the increase. It therefore behooves - .details about my parents’. private. i
.| anyone who would enter our federal “ lives, my moral convnctions, sex lifd.
\ [ service to develop a psyche, as nor=. ,(agaln), etcy, I wrote a few oned"’
! mal, unrepressed, .and cooperative as: -senitence ‘answers such as “My mothey

"from the forehead of Freud. The fol-";’and closed the book, E

'Jlowmg is an account of the losing /7" What dismayed me most'was tha
‘battle fought by one hopeful job ap..’

phcdnt with. an ‘agency employing’

N

my fellow applicants were undaunte.

akebelteve Romance

This ordea] over, we each had a
""bYief interview with the doctor, 1
i bl tching . my blank test booklet. ! !
on asked why I had not nnswored'

.. mbst of the questions, I replied thutl s
! though it had sprung, full-blooming, .~ ‘Is a good mother,” left the Test blank 1; I ponsidered such matters to be none' -

.3. ‘off the Agency's business since they e

- dqalt neither with my qualifications,!: ;
" ndr with - ‘niy loyalty, nor did they
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' | psychological techniques in filling its
‘| positions.

I applied for a position with th
;> |Agency, one of the largest in Wash
1 fington, because it offered both th
' [type of work ,and opportunity for';
+|foreign assignment which interested e
".'me, and for which I felt T wag quali= {:’ii
g iﬁed by virtue of my academic train-’

by'gthe Agencys d‘emand‘-

nmp bral character. The: interview con- .

e

Y h,'sl ted mainly of long silences, punc-.."
i fv - tupted by such- remarks ‘from thej.
N ‘Md tor ay, "I see you're a Catholic.|:

‘”::.D you ever hear voices, see visions?” ,.=
- H¢ also wondered how I squared my i

, : RIRE] SAAT
t [t :mgral principles with my sex dnve,l ]..,, HItER
"(Im l how I fared romantically. To| [

.pldase him, I made up a romance!

'"hive any particular bearing on my it

'-..mg, knowledge of foreign languages, .: what their mothers thought of their} ¥

f, .mtervnews, security checks, and tests ;. all' available space with their soul- ‘_ ;‘v,a
'-‘,desxgned to assess the various skllls searchmg answers, They wrote in thel
_ f'kgrequxred for the job, I was given a. i margins., They asked for extra paper, A
,'-|med|cal examination which included ;" My hope that they were writing - fic=!

4. psychological testing, The latter inw. f -tion with which to convince the brain- ", th

i D volved sitting several of us apphcants watchers of their normalcy, was|:

-I,,’.-mg the well-known MMPI which * other during the “test.” “I'm having
.} asks the questions cited at the be- ! a hard time expressing how I foel

sin front of a battery of tests, includ- dashed by their comments to each}

"Iginning of this article, It seems to." about God,” one boy said, sincerely, |
bothc:r the psychiatric.staff not at all 'f"I think' I’m an atheist, but it's not
that o3 Mm'tm Gross has pointed out - ;settled for me.” My question as to'f . fo

*in bis ‘excellent study The Brain, -; whether he thought the Agency had |
Watchert, most of the tests they are-i the right to know how he felt about [ I

| fin the field as utterly wunrellable, i'ig sxmply not posed in their minds,’

" \psych courses most of the tests I was; uuoned as’are any you
- ifaced, wish, IM@#E&I{ZQ@@- AppEauEr E@;ﬁ& mf?ﬁ@ﬁ

l-hl“‘
’.'l[ I” M

¥ wilich I placed; romantically, in Paris.{"
"_jlﬂnd experience gained from hvmg: fathers. Far from refusing to bct:my It jwas tender, passionate, and a blt'

-land working abroad. After umpteen : their parents’ privacy, they covered|" . tragie, and by the time I @inished I

ost wished it had happened. The
-. dogtor sent me back to Personnel. .

. sothewhat to my surprise, that I had«-‘ "
job, The Agency flew me from: . §
: my| home in California to Washing-r
* tor}, where I met my instructors and
. wap ready to start training. Suddenl;{
- an|ominous message came from lho; .
J .meflical section: she didn't answer! "
:.' all |the questions. Exasperated, I ln-' ': RS
ed Personnel that if the job de-| A

" perjded on answering questions' which
, nsidered offensive, I did not want
N usmg are now considered by experts . 'God drew a blank stare. The queshon - the| job. Personnel, which, it tumed

o “oul] ¢arries on a running battle with,| !
| However, having studied in' college | i They  were - doubtless already condi-' ! the psychlutrists to keep its qualified ;

z& 't" “ \.g?dmgq&asstowz
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C}. and sent me off for a chat with an-". I should have lind cooperatively like t}_mqt they hoped they were doingt;:-e s
. other brain-watcher, Finding even ' everybody else, and persisted in try=- . right thing. They ‘Qll..e‘tﬁt?rl that trey
less meeting of minds than the first " Ing to hire me, They and I thought I'.'-’km:w nothing of xny.r.?wfuz,;:iar.d were :
doctor, this one retalinted with two * would do a good job, but then as e thenu‘on?e unable to pas:a'ju. gm;nt t})\n :
funspachel daya ol toats, Somo of .. lurned out from the psychiatristy’ ro- -‘-,tlm validity of the testing; only t‘o-‘~
-~ whemn 1 owas sulllciently famillar with * ports, we really didu't know me very doclors could do that. It l.s sclf-cv =) tafle s
~or could figure out well enough to : well. When word came that T was © dent that, if the psychintrists are to} '~ ,

y e
Ty

‘

-+ give the right answers. But eventually . Unacceptable, everybody was very " b'a the judges of their own work, thehﬂjf
‘they wore me down to the point-' decent about it They kept me on the " right to continued and probably ex-_i‘ i
.- Where, ‘asked what the most import~:" payroll for two months, offered to fly ; panded status, pudget, Innd power ‘ :

. ant thing in life is, I ignored. the *'me home to Californin if I wanted t0':. cannot be quesu.oned. Neverﬂ‘tel?ss,' ‘
|+ psychologically sounder answers of- - go, found me another job when I de- it raust be questioned. Psychologlcal‘
sex, money, end friendliness, and’ cided to stay in Washington. (The ! testing practiced by the Federal Gov-,:&
wrote out of spite, “Saving "One's ‘ amount of money the whole thing cost " ernment on its present ond future :
Soul.” Then I knew I was lost. My ' the taxpayers pains one, but wnsn't'.-‘;‘. employees, and the resultant collecs |y

N
oy
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‘| complete lack of ability to draw elic= ;(;: it worth it to have prescrved the:'-‘-..tjon of voluminous files on their ine _."""
! ited the doctor's plonking comment, +" image of a well-adjusted Agency, free.;-';timnbo lives, would seem to represent:.} ;\
' "Hm,. Difficulty depicting human‘ fram surly dissiclents harping on ~at least as much ?f' a threat to ‘thbl-!\:, ¥
| beings, ¢h?” (It has been demon=": privacy?) 5 privacy of the indmduc?l b the us# (BE
strated, as Martin Gross again points ' On my way Out, through numerous':‘,,";.of mchlmethods by business Rrms, .,
out, that psychiatrists faced with bureaucratic checkpoint'i,.'l was re= T R
drawings by artistically talented psy- i galed with stories of similar clnshes:-‘-{ Security Risks
i | chotics tend to classify them as nor-':,with the medical departiment. A sec- i ‘
' {mal, and normal people who can't " retary, for example, let it slipthat she i The "argument that the scnsidvc|
7,0} { draw as psychotics)) He also stumped - was interested in taking math eourses s+ nature of many federal jobs requires'’
+:7] " me with the ink blot test, I was une . in night school. She was called back w,8uch probing to weed out potential:ilitsi
50 Homiliar with it, due to some Inex= % and cross-examined as to why she’; securlty risks s relatively valid only 2|\
.4 | plicable oversight on the part of my " wanted.to be a man. (How could you: if one accepts two premises. The first "4
' C'> . college psych prof, for which I .shall’ " be interested in a "musculine” sub-;.‘is # deterministic concept of man, s
[; Inever forgive him. Being afraid to-: ject like math and still be a properly i “which assumes that if sufficlent data
isay what I really saw, I decided to .'adjusted female?) I was shown les levrned about an individual's chilgw K
“I[stick with the story ‘that each blob« large stack of personnel folders on: hood, family background, sex life, "]
',"\.‘wm; a bug, (I learned later that this< people on’ their way Out of thoéj::l etc., his actions may be reliably pree’
F: jis Very Bad. Try not {6 gee bugs, or. « Agency. The officer in charge of proc- ﬂ;’;;‘d‘;eted. This is unacceptable to any«
‘|- you must, see lots of other things ., essing them xemarked bitterly that % :one who views man as morc than a .

as well.) I still nefused to answer the_-.",-" the majority of these employees were i conditioned animal, since the tests ‘

questions which I had . previousl i leaving because of the psychlntrists';;ﬁ:_j.;'comp?le:t;ely ignore moral character,
w.;found objectionable, < = - . 7

reports. nv.and will, concentrating only on the
‘| One-Up
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uir

There is, of course, no ng‘reementf"!",';_subject’n subconscious and on his atu: sl
on whether the unfortunate people ;i titude 1o himself, A man may pass; . ;.
- thus rooted out represent the wheatl . every possible test of mental and
This over, I saw still a third doc-"" or the chaff, It is a fact that the test~ i "emotionnl normaley, and. yet betray |
tor, head of the department. We went v ing department is firmly entrenched |. his country through weakness of i
through it all again: did I understand *iin the Agency and wields a {remen-"4;.character and desire for gain, or ikt
. twhy they were doing this; what did"" dous amount of power,. The strongest " through conviction that Comimunism, ! R
;i1 mean, the tests gave phony results,«*, defense I found ‘of - the 'procedures ‘J_,""{, for example, is a greater good for; ity
;blah, blah, The doctor's voice rose ;-used, even. from the highly - placed ! humanity. Unless one is, willing to.:
! 1steadily and at last he falrly shouted, l_qla to whom I took my ‘case, was Fposit @ priori that every Communist’ i
60 help me, “Would you have any re-‘-'". o S 'l"or potential defector Is neurotic and’ %
"j8pect for us if we let you get away 1hence may be spotted during person= -
1| with this?” Well, after the ink blobs i 2lity testing, T cannot see that such'
©Nhland the drawing lesson I knew I. /il methods can be justified ag necensary |

¥in,

‘ -‘!wouldn't get away with it, but at "!;l” yiildito security, From a security stand={ . .
Lo ilcnst I had the satisfaction of making b L point, it would seem to be more relew; - i
|-i@ psychiatrist lose his temper. If yous bl |, vant to scrutinize the subject’s chare: « |

o ican do that, you're one-up. (Of., /|vacter through contact with people’

‘course, he had good reason, Whenre 1. who have known him thoroughly,

-+ | i would be the power, the high salaries, e suled placing him in situations designed to - ., )
i | the lavish budget of his department .} I $9%.0 test his loyalty and judgment, ete.:
¥ people could be hired without make, + :¥i There ave still people In the Agency
. Who successfully pass the psychiatric
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op ne '
Soopnegeshanopck

couches?) - . Ll
aue

L . K
Y I ST




f

under the strain of a difficult foreign
a.ssngnmcnt. To which the psychiatrist
“ireplies that, in such cases, he did not.
have enough information to predict |
‘accurately, given more time, more’
: ests, he would have been nble to tell.

A

i i
.7 - sonality, which is really at stake?

: expencnce with the Agency raised in‘! i

| does not know about a given, person,;_ ik

iwhich can serve ‘as his excuse for. !

'1 not accomphshing what he tells us he"v Labi

is doing. R ' DERE:

‘,%TAre the Tests 'Re.liable?_
)

; The second premise one must ac-

,‘many ‘of them are based on work :

done with mental patients, it has | | 3
‘been seriously questioned whether '

,thley are capable of giving any un-
"~ distorted information at all about a
"non-psychotxc person taking them.

K
iOthers - are based on sich restrictive ' !}
snorms as to make them valueless for ‘ i

;studxes of people outside that narrow

iframe of reference. To elevate such i i{)

"

'highly questionable techniques to the
Istatus .of final arbiter of hiring and
firing of federal employees seems |
dubious at best, foolish and danger-:
tous at worst,
The basic question, of course, is
iwhether, under any " circumstances,
Jany employer has the right to the
{intimate details of his. employees’
:pc.-rsonal lives, There is ' a certain
.point beyond which we may not go
.in violating the privacy of an indi-
«v:dunl even if we say we are pro-
-tecting our security or increasing ou
.ef‘ﬁcxency We would, most of us, b‘
irepelled at the idea of bmmwashm
“lor, drugging a-job applicant to ge
+ levery last bit .of information. out o
i him. even'on the thedry that it woul

SM'ﬁmdeﬁMeppswachch

' icept is the reliability of the tests. As ;!

& "“volun~-"":].

risks. We acccpt teshng i
tary.' Yet even psychlatrn..ts admit- ’n,_‘ :
that the questions asked on psycho-~ -i
logical questionnaires are cleverly i

designed to trap the subject . dnto.
revealing subconscious attitudes and “
reactions of which he himself may i} l
not be aware. Is this so different from i
the use of "truth serum”? Is it not

the right to privacy and indeed per=|
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These were the questions which my: “;
i my mind. And 50 I resigned, to the' i
. considerable satisfaction of the "medl-,
 ‘cal”: depnrtment, and then'I began'
hke any normal; malcontent to write

Al Syl

A N R T S a1 _,..;,r.

N ;.;‘A.._.__': =

"|<_ ..




